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Carr and his wife, Maria Kefalas (Saint Joseph’s University), are founders of the Philadelphia Youth Solutions  
Project, which “offers a safe space for Philadelphia’s young people to explain their views and emotions about the 
danger and violence that consumes so much of their daily lives, to ask questions of themselves and the people charged 
with running [Philadelphia], and to have a serious conversation with teachers, parents, city officials, community 
leaders, state legislators, reporters, politicians, and anyone else who wants to know what is going on in the city to 
move forward on solutions inspired by the youth perspective.” The Philadelphia Youth Solutions Project is a venue for 
Philadelphia’s young people to offer their own expert advice on how to transform the city based on their experiences 
and perspectives. 

Carr and Kefalas are ethnographic researchers who seek to understand people’s experiences through participating in 
their lives and interviewing them in depth. In another project, they investigated the experiences of young adults growing 
up in a small midwestern town by living in the town and sharing in community experiences. Their subsequent book was 
Hollowing Out the Middle: The Rural Brain Drain and What It Means for America (2009).

how our recognition of participants’ own reality can help us as researchers to uncover a more nuanced 
truth (Kvale, 2002).

Moe (2007) explained her basis for considering the responses of women she interviewed in the domestic violence 
shelter to be authentic: “Members of marginalized groups are better positioned than members of socially dominant 
groups to describe the ways in which the world is organized according to the oppressions they experience” (p. 682). 
Moe’s (2007) assumption was that “battered women serve as experts of their own lives” (p. 682). Adding to her assess-
ment of authenticity, Moe (2007) found that the women “exhibited a great deal of comfort through their honesty and 
candor” as they produced “a richly detailed and descriptive set of narratives” (p. 683). You will learn more about how 
authenticity can be achieved in qualitative methods in Chapter 8.

22 Conclusion
Criminological researchers can find many questions to study, but not all questions are equally worthy. Those that war-
rant the expense and effort of social research are feasible, socially important, and scientifically relevant. The simplicity 
of the research circle presented in this chapter belies the complexity of the social research process. In the following 
chapters, we will focus on particular aspects of that process. Ethical issues also should be considered when evaluat-
ing research. As Chapter 3 will show, ethical issues in research are no less complex than the other issues researchers 
confront. It is inexcusable to jump into research involving people without paying attention to how our work can and 
does affect their lives.


